A22 | NEWS | WEEK OF JuLY 2-8 2009

www.FloridaWeekly.com | NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLY

PET TALES
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Pets of the Week

Celebrating the dog

BY CHRISTIE KEITH
Universal Press Syndicate

The list of ways dogs have helped humans
throughout history is almost endless.

They've guarded livestock, herded sheep,
driven cattle and protected human dwellings
from castles to condos. Dogs assist people
with disabilities, sniff out illegal drugs and
find food from birds to truffles. From detect-
ing heart attacks and seizures before they
happen to dragging drowning people to safe-
ty, it’s hard to imagine any form of technology
that could surpass the uncountable number of
ways in which dogs lend us a helping paw.

In selectively breeding dogs for the skills
that helped them help us, human beings
have changed the dog both inside and out.
Today, there are hundreds of dog breeds
so different from each other in type that it’s
hard to believe they’re members of the same
species — and yet, each of these dogs’ forms
grew out of a specific function.

“If people hadn’t changed the dog to
do certain tasks, he’d look very much
like the dingo,” said Heather Russell-
Revesz, co-author of the “World Atlas of
Dog Breeds” (TFH, $100). “Whether it
was making a dog shorter-legged or fast-
er, so he could catch a specific kind of
prey, or making him tiny enough to sit on
your lap, human intervention has brought an
incredible diversity of type to the dog.”

Not all the changes were about function.
For example, when it became clear how
easily the dog’s physical appearance could
be changed by human breeding choices,
dog breeders in Victorian England became

interested in seeing just how extreme those
changes could be.

“Look at the bulldog,” said Ms. Russell-
Revesz. “He’s about as different from a
‘natural breed’ like the dingo as a dog can be.
His face is flat; his legs are short and bowed.
Another example is the field spaniel. The
Victorians took a functional hunting dog and
started breeding him smaller and smaller,
until his legs were so short he could hardly
walk, let alone hunt. He very nearly became
extinct, until fanciers in the 1930s began to
select for a less extreme dog.”

Basics such as breathing and walking
aside, even dogs originally developed to
help humans in hunting, farm chores or fam-
ily protection are increasingly out of a job
in modern times. World War II threatened
the existence of many dog breeds, because
it was impossible to continue breeding or
even feeding dogs during the war, and after-
ward, because human lifestyles changed
profoundly in the post-war era.

“Many dog breeds were wiped out, and
others were on the brink of extinction,”
Ms. Russell-Revesz said. “Their traditional
work was largely obsolete, and it was only
the extraordinary dedication of a few indi-
viduals that preserved the amazing legacy of
traditional dog breeds.”

Of course, not all canine work is obsolete.
Dogs today are being bred for many of their
traditional tasks, as well as new ones. And
some dogs, once rendered unemployed by
new technology, are being rehired. “When
snowmobiles were introduced, the Green-
land dog was out of favor as a reindeer
herder,” she said. “But it turns out that rein-

& >>Princess is a
2-year-old smooth
A4 coat collie/retriever

4 mix. Gentle and sweet,
she loves to fetch,
play in the water and
sit next to you while
you are relaxing.

Doc

>>Chance is a
2-year-old who loves
10 just hang around.
Quiet and reserved, he
|| would prefer to be the
| onlycatin the house so
he can have all of your
attention to himself.

BREEDS

>>Winston is a
2-month-old gray

w | and black standard
&l schnauzer mix who
will require puppy

1 training. He's a bit shy,
i but he's very sweet
14 and loves to play.

The ultimate coffee-table book for dog lov-
ers, the “World Atlas of Dog Breeds” covers
hundreds of breeds.

deer don’t respond well to being herded by
snowmobiles. It turns out the dogs are more
useful than the machines — and more envi-
ronmentally friendly.”

A greyhound’s long legs and great lung
capacity or the insatiable urge to dig shared
by the terriers may be a case of form fol-
lowing function. But there are 420 different
breeds in the World Atlas, and the authors
acknowledge they didn’t list every breed.
And yet it includes 30 French scent hounds,
from the familiar bassett hound to the now-
extinct levesque. Does any nation need 30
different types of scent hounds?

But then, of course, the French celebrate
the regional differences in their cheese and
wine, so why not the ones in their dogs?

Ms. Russell-Revesz laughed. “Depending
on the prey, the terrain and the climate, they
may have needed different-length legs or
more or less coat. But the truth is that each
region took great pride in its local hounds
and wanted to have their own.”

>>Boots

is an 8-week-old
tiger kitten who’s full
of fun and just loves
to play with all of his
toys. He also loves

& other cats and plays
T well with them.

>>Runner is a
3-year-old Rottweiler
| mix who loves to
chase a ball and is
also great on a leash.
i He's very sweet and

| will make a great ad-
| dition to any family.

To adopt a pet

Collier County Domestic Animal Services is at
7610 Davis Blvd. Call 252-PETS (7387) or visit
DAS online to search for a lost pet or find a new
pet at www.collierpets.com. Adoption fees are
$60 for cats and $85 for dogs and include spay/
neuter surgery, a bag of pet food, pet’s license
and a micro-chip ID.
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