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BEACH READING

‘Angel’s Advocate ’

By Mary Stanton (Berkeley-Prime Crime
imprint, $7.99)

REVIEWED BY PRUDY TAYLOR BOARD
Special to Florida Weekly

West Palm Beach author Mary Stan-
ton has done it again. “Angel’s
Advocate,” her second in the
Beaufort & Company series, is
as charming and intriguing as
the first, “Defending Angel,”
released last year. Brianna
“Bree” Winston-Beaufort, an
up-and-coming young lawyer
and recent grad from Duke
University, is the protagonist.

“Angel’s Advocate” is also
a paranormal cozy (no sex, no
gore) and features the same
quirky characters, including
Lavinia, her charmingly south-
ern landlady who talks of her “Littlies”
upstairs, and Bree’s wealthy but eccentric
family, especially her sister Antonia, who
works in the Savannah Repertory Theater.

The premise of the book is that a gor-
geous young woman lawyer is recruited
to serve as defender not of mortals, but
immortals. In other words, if you're a
ghost or a phantom who was murdered
or unjustly accused of a crime before you
died, Bree will take your case. In this book,
she represents the recently deceased drug-
store magnate Probert Chandler. Probert
reportedly died in an automobile acci-
dent, but as he indignantly informs Bree,
“I didn’t die in the car.” She is charged
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not only with representing him before
the court of the Celestial Court, but also
with identifying and bringing to justice
his killer.

Bree may, from time to time, represent
the living because, as her secretary Ron
Parchese explains, “... the living are the pre-
dead, so to speak.” To which
her Russian paralegal, Petru
Lucheta, quotes Sir Thomas
Moore, who describes the dead
as “shadows of the living.”
Then Petru adds, “Although,
of course, Sir Thomas was not
thinking of the need to pay the
electric bill.”

Her second client is sure to
be familiar to South Florid-
ians. Remember the juvenile
from Boca who robbed a Girl
Scout of her cookie money?
In “Angel’s Advocate,” Bree
is hired to represent the young juvenile
who is a Georgia peach of a villain. Bree
does this at the insistence of her socially
well-connected Aunt Cissy, who’s a good
friend of the juvenile’s mother (they play
bridge together).

Savannah, with its traditions and
engraved-in-steel social structure, pro-
vides a relevant backdrop to the story as
does the location of Bree’s office. A charm-
ing 19th century house located on the back
streets of Savannah’s historic landmark
district, her office is also next to an old and
neglected all-murderers’ cemetery.

Ms. Stanton’s latest is a delightful book,
enjoyable from page one.

“a family-ffiendly bundle
of Iaughgand thrills”

Honolulu Advertiser
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You are Invited!
FREE SATURDAY SEMINARS

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

45 Showrooms Featuring

FURNITURE “ FABRICS - FLOORING
LIGHTING © KITCHEN © BATH © ART
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A Miromar Development Property

Saturday, July 11 at 2 p.m.
“Feng Shui for Business Success”

Saturday, July 18 at 2 p.m.
“Health from the Inside Out”

RSVP is greatly appreciated. Call (239) 390-8207.

For a schedule of upcoming events visit our web site at www.IDCFL.com.
Mon - Fri: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ¢ Sat: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Closed Saturday, July 4)¢ Some trade showroom
hours may vary on Saturdays. Please call for specific showroom hours. * (239) 390-5111
10800 Corkscrew Rd., I-75, Exit 123 in Estero, between Naples & Ft. Myers across from Miromar Outlets
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Exchange Traded Funds

OPENS NEXT WEEK!

JULY 8-12 ONLY
Germain Arena

SPECIAL FAMILY FOUR PACK OFFER
cirquedusoleil.com 800-745-3000
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